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About Helios Education 
Foundation

• Established in 2004
• Education Foundation serving Arizona                  

and Florida
• Nearly $72 million invested in education-related 

programs and initiatives
• Created through the sale of Southwest Student 

Services, a student loan services company



Mission
To enrich the lives of individuals in Arizona 

and Florida by creating opportunities for 
success in postsecondary education.

Our Focus

• Early Childhood Education (Birth-Five)

• Transition Years (Grades 5-12)
• Postsecondary Scholarships



Helios’ Education Impact 
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Early Childhood 
Education
Investing in the Success of Young Children

Focus is on ages birth-5 so children enter school 
ready to succeed.

� Early childhood professional development and 
education related to language acquisition and 
literacy

• Early childhood programs (existing teachers)

• Teacher education and preparation (pre-service)

� Integrate early childhood teacher education and 
philosophies with K-3 teachers



Transition Years 
Helping Youth Transition though the Middle Years

Helping youth, grades 5-12, stay in                           
school, transition between the various stages of 
education and graduate academically prepared for          
the next step.

� Teacher training and development
� Curriculum rigor and student readiness
� Personal growth and character development
� Parent and community involvement



Postsecondary 
Scholarships
Opening the Door to Postsecondary Opportunities

Providing young adults with the personal, financial    
and academic support they need to succeed in 
postsecondary education.

� Financial scholarships
� Student support



Our Theory:  Education Changes Lives 
and Strengthens Communities



Partnering with Helios 
Education Foundation

• Our approach to impacting education is different:
� Educating
� Partnering
� Leading
� Investing 
� Engaging

Helios Education Foundation accepts only solicited 
requests for funding.



Stay Connected
• Sign up for education-related email 

updates and information by visiting        
us on the web at… www.helios.org

Karen Ortiz
Vice President and Director Arizona Early 

Childhood Education 

kortiz@helios.org


